Teratogenicity of combinations of sodium dichromate, sodium arsenate and copper sulphate in the rat.
1. The teratogenicity of sodium dichromate (2 mg Cr/kg), sodium arsenate (5 mg As/kg) and copper sulphate (2 mg Cu/kg) in female Wistar rats was studied following the administration of the test compounds separately and in their various combinations on gestation day 8. 2. The test compounds administered separately and the combination of dichromate plus Cu2+ were non-fetotoxic and either non- or weakly teratogenic, whereas arsenate/Cu2+ was both weakly fetotoxic and teratogenic. 3. Dichromate/arsenate and dichromate/arsenate/Cu2+ caused a marked decrease in mean fetal weight and an increased incidence of fetal resorption and abnormality formation.